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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD – 9th January 

 

Happy New Year 

With the beginning of a New Year we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the Jordan River by His cousin John. 

Just as a New Year is a new beginning for us, baptism is a reminder to us 
of a new life, a new beginning, found in Jesus Christ. I commend to you 

the story on page 4 of this news bulletin, it is an example of a new 
beginning in Christ. 

Anything is possible when we put our trust in Jesus Christ. 
But why was Jesus baptised? Was it necessary for the only begotten Son of 

God to be baptised? 

In one sense it wasn’t necessary as He is God’s son, but in another sense it 
was very necessary because it needed to be done to fulfill all 

righteousness. Jesus said “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Matthew 3:15 

Fulfill all righteousness? – Yes. From then on Jesus commenced His ministry. 

Rev. Graeme  
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Sentence: 
The Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came 
from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ Luke 3.22 
 

Prayer of the Day: 
Eternal God, 
at the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan 
you proclaimed him your beloved Son, 
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant that all who are baptised into his name 
may keep the covenant they have made, 
and boldly confess him as Lord and Saviour; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Old Testament Reading  
Isaiah 43.1-7 

1 But now, this is what the Lord says – he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: ‘Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I 
am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. 4 Since you are precious and honoured in 
my sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. 5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your 
children from the east and gather you from the west. 6 I will say to the north, 
“Give them up!” and to the south, “Do not hold them back.” Bring my sons from 
afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth – 7 everyone who is called by 
my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.’  

This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 29 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of 
heaven: ascribe to the Lord glory and 
might. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due 
to his name: O worship the Lord in 
the beauty of his holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the 
waters: the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord upon the great waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is mighty in 
operation: the voice of the Lord is a 
glorious voice. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the 
cedar-trees: the Lord breaks in pieces 
the cedars of Lebanon. 
 

6 He makes them skip like a calf: 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild 
ox. 
7 The voice of the Lord divides the 
lightning-flash: the voice of the Lord 
whirls the sands of the desert, 
the Lord whirls the desert of Kadesh. 
8 The voice of the Lord rends the 
terebinth trees, and strips bare the 
forests: in his temple all cry ‘Glory.’ 
9 The Lord sits enthroned above the 
water-flood: the Lord sits enthroned 
as a king for ever. 
10 The Lord will give strength to his 
people: the Lord will give to his 
people the blessing of peace.

New Testament Reading: 
      Acts 8.14-17 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for 
the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the 
Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptised in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 

This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel  
Luke 3.15-22 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, ‘I baptise you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather 
the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
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fire.’ 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the 
good news to them. 19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his 
marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had 
done, 20 Herod added this to them all: he locked John up in prison. 21 When all the 
people were being baptised, Jesus was baptised too. And as he was praying, 
heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I 
am well pleased.’ 

For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

On This Day:  Conversion of Chain Gang Convict, Ed Martin 

The convict nodded as he listened to the pretty girl who 
was leading him through the steps of salvation on this day, 
January 9, 1944. 
Picking up the beautiful new Bible that she had just given 
him, Ed Martin wrote the date in the margin of John 
chapter 3. "I want to write the date here next to John 3:16, 
although I know I will never forget it." 

A small-time criminal, Edward Martin was considered incorrigible. He was 
sentenced to a chain gang in Virginia. The one time that he escaped, a reward 
of $10 was offered for him--dead or alive. 
But then something happened. Ed had a sister who was a student at Practical 
Bible Training School. Edna Martin asked her roommate Alfreda Enders to 
pray for her brother who was in prison. Alfreda, preparing for the mission 
field, honored the request. But she did more than that; she wrote letters, 
explaining the gospel to Ed and giving him Scriptures to look up. Searching for 
the verses she mentioned in her letters, he learned to find them in camp #6's 
very worn Bible. He wrote letters back to her that showed a growing spiritual 
awareness. 
Finally Alfreda visited the prison camp. When she asked him point blank if he 
was saved, Ed dropped his eyes. "Well, Alfreda, the reason I've never said for 
sure is because I don't know for sure." 
Alfreda explained the steps of the experience that Christians call the new 
birth. Being born into God's family was similar to being born into a human 
family. First, just as a seed (the sperm) has to be planted in the womb before 
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a child can begin to grow, so a seed (God's word) has to enter the heart. 
Second, just as a mother nurtures the unborn child, so God has long planned 
the conditions for salvation. Third, just as the mother suffers while giving 
birth, so Christ suffered on the cross to bring us spiritual birth. Fourth, once 
the baby is born, it begins breathing. In the same way when we cry, "God, be 
merciful to me a sinner," we draw our first breath as a spiritual baby. 
At that point, Ed bowed his head. In a voice that could barely be heard, he 
prayed, "God, forgive my sins and save me for Jesus' sake." Immediately he 
believed he was saved. "Thank you, Lord. Thank you, Alfreda," he said. 
Alfreda went on to explain other steps of spiritual growth. After she left, Ed 
put them into practice. So great was the transformation in him that a guard 
eventually recommended him for parole. Alfreda and Ed married and began a 
family. Their married life was lived for God as they pastored a Pennsylvania 
church and then served as missionaries in Japan. When Ed's health failed, they 
returned to the United States and founded a prison ministry called Hope Aglo. 
When Ed died in 1994, it was to assume the eternal life he had found fifty 
years before. Alfreda continued their prison ministry.   Dan Graves 
www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1901-2000/conversion-of-chain-gang-convict-ed-martin 

 

CMS - SUMMER UNDER THE SON (SUTS) 

Commences next Thursday 
January 13th – 15th (Thursday-Saturday) 

Talk with Geoff Boer for more details  

COVID RULES FOR THIS WEEK Re: Ministry 

1. Church Worship 
All are welcome to worship with no limits. 
Wearing of Face Masks indoors is compulsory. 

2. Op-Shop – Open to all. 
All Op Shop Volunteers: are required to provide proof of double 
vaccination to the manager (Ray Smith).  
(This is a State Government requirement that the Diocese & Parish are required to comply with). 

3. Church Workers: are required to provide proof of double vaccination to 
work in the parish, this includes Food Rescue personnel.  
(This is a State Government requirement that the Diocese & Parish are required to comply with). 

 



6 
 

Intercessory Prayers: 
Please pray with us for:  
Diocese:     
The Bishop:    Bishop Richard & Leanne 
Our Rector:     Graeme & Susan 
Locum Tenens – Cathedral (Dec’ 21 – Mar’ 22): Liam Matthews & Madeleine 

& Trafalgar – Greg Jones 

Please give  Liam wisdom as he leads the parish of Sale and Greg as he leads the 
parish of Trafalgar through their transitional periods and please keep them safe 
in their travelling. 

Parish of Drouin – Locum   Bruce Charles 

Diocese of Bunbury                        Bishop: Ian Coutts 

Special Focus 
‘The Gippsland Anglican'   The Editor, Sally Woollett 
Communication and the Media 
Writers, Journalists, Editors, Commentators 
Christian Radio –  Life FM, Christian Programs on A.B.C. and Commercial  
          T.V. & Radio 

Please comfort and heal all those suffering in Spirit, Soul or body, especially 
those affected by the COVID 19 virus. Please give people the courage to face 
this pandemic head on and to be assured of their salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Please bring healing and strength to those we have been asked to pray for:  
Amy Davis, Chris Peters, James, Murray, Doug, Ron Lawson, Jefter, Beth & 
family, Simone, Mark, Marie Wilson, Cecily, Robin, Barb Bickley, Trish, Ross 
Smith, Tania, Wayne, Russell, Hayley, Barbara Manns, Mary Anderson, 
Meredith, Richard B, Mary B, Lee, Paul Butterfield, Mercy, Dr Paul, Matt F, 
Alasdair, Bev, Stuart, Vladimir, Kirstie, Erika, Rita, Elijah, Rodney & Geoffrey  W, 
Luke M, Terry & Jessica. 

We give thanks for the faithful departed:  
We thank you for the life of John Oldham. 
Please comfort John Oldham’s family and other famlies in their distress at the 
loss of loved ones. 
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INFORMATION 

Rosters 16th January, Epiphany 2.- H.C. 

Activity St George’s Church of the Ascension 

Bible Reader Janette Elder Wendy McBurnie 

Sides Person Ron Osborne Ray Smith/Ted Cross 

Prayers Robert Mesley Liz Watkins 

Service Leader Jennifer Boer Liz Watkins 

H.C. Assistant Janette Elder Liz Watkins 

Musician  Ian McBurnie 

Children’s Min’ X X 

If you are unable to fulfil your roster position would you please organise for  

someone else to take your place. 

Notices: 
Bible Discovery Groups: (Check with group leaders for details) 

Beischer’s – In Recess until late Jan’ 2022 

Davies’ –  In Recess until late Jan’ 2022 

Liersch’s – In Recess until late Jan’ 2022 

Boer’s – In Recess until late Jan’ 2022 

Alycia/Tonya – In Recess until late Jan’ 2022 

 

Food Rescue – Resumes next Wednesday the 12th January 2022 
 
Please return Completed National Christian Life Surveys to 

the Office or Church this week 

Church Codes: Inverloch – ANV01502, Wonthaggi – ANV01501 

Readings 16th Jan 
Epiphany 2 

O.T. Isaiah 62.1-5                     Psalm 36.5-10 
N.T. 1 Corinthians 12.1-11       Gospel John 2.1-11 

Monday 10th  10:30am – St George’s - Funeral of John Oldham Rev. Graeme  
Tuesday 11th  10am – Church of the Ascension Inverloch - H.C. Rev. Graeme 
Wednesday 12th  10am - St George’s, Wonthaggi – H.C. Rev. John Davies 
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Ministry Staff 

Bishop: Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Treloar, Sale 51442044 
Rector: Rev. Capt. Graeme Liersch  0417513390   (Monday-Day Off)  

graemel@basscoastanglican.org.au  
Ministry Team: 
Youth & Young Families Minister: Rev. Susan Liersch 0427099391  
Parish Council + 
Retired Clergy: 
Rev’s Anne Perryman 0438345349 (Locum - Trafalgar), John Davies 5672 4710, 
Greg Jones 0402437329 (Locum – Trafalgar), Liam Matthews 0411339344 (Locum 
- Sale), Amy Turner 0412727711  
Lay Reader: Sue Lester 0418529662 
Rector’s Wardens: Alan Price 5674 5554, Ray Smith 56741373 
People’s Wardens: David Beischer 0408629494, Robert Mesley 0416246349 
        Liz Watkins 0404379005, Wendy McBurnie 0407574484  
Parish Office: PO Box 201, Wonthaggi 3995 (03) 5672 4590  
Parish Op Shop: 114 Cashin St, Inverloch 0438 248 397 
Prayer requests for prayer chain:  Jenny Rivers 0417287355 
Parish E-mail:  admin@basscoastanglican.org.au 
Parish Website: http//: www.basscoastanglican.org.au 

Direct Debt: Would you please, if you haven’t already, consider giving to the 
ministry through setting up a direct debit from your account. Thank you! 

Our Bank Details: Anglican Parish of Wonthaggi & Inverloch 

BSB: 083-975  Acc No: 51 612 6552 

Thank you to all who have already setup this means to support the Parish! 

 

A Weekly Prayer Group. 
In recess between Christmas & February. 

 

2021/22 Inverloch SUFM & Theos Phillip Island 

Thank you all for praying for these mission teams. SUFM finished a day early 
due to COVID19 contacts and sadly Theos didn’t get started due to COVID19. 

  


