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Epiphany 3 – 23rd January 

 

 
The Book of the Law 

The Torah, the Jewish Law was and is considered sacred. 

Today we read in the book of Nehemiah of how the Jewish people wept 
when the book was found and had it read to them.  

For those who had been in exile it was life giving and they appeared to 
weep in grief for not having it for so long. 

But, it was something to rejoice about for that which had been lost had 
been found. 

Jesus had been reading from the book of Isaiah in the Synagogue, when 
he had finished, he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and 
sat down. Then he said: ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

This too is something to rejoice, for now the word, the sacred, had 
become flesh and dwelt among us. 

Rev. Graeme  
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Sentence: 
Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah: ‘The Spirit of the Lord has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives.’ Luke 4.18 

Prayer of the Day: 
Life-giving God, 
who sent your Son Jesus to proclaim your kingdom 
and to teach with authority: 
anoint us with your Spirit, 
that we too may bring good news to the poor, 
bind up the broken-hearted, 
and proclaim liberty to the captive; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Old Testament Reading  
Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

1 When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, all 
the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told 
Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the 
Lord had commanded for Israel. 2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra 
the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and 
women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak 
till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the 
men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened 
attentively to the Book of the Law. 5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could 
see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all 
stood up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted their 
hands and responded, ‘Amen! Amen!’ Then they bowed down and worshipped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8 They read from the Book of the Law of 
God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what 
was being read. 9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of 
the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, ‘This 
day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people had 
been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said, ‘Go 
and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have 
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nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord . Do not grieve, for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.’ 

This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 19 
1 The heavens declare the glory of 
God: and the firmament proclaims his 
handiwork; 
2 One day tells it to another: and 
night to night communicates 
knowledge. 
3 There is no speech or language: 
nor are their voices heard; 
4 Yet their sound has gone out 
through all the world: and their 
words to the ends of the earth. 
5 There he has pitched a tent for the 
sun: which comes out as a 
bridegroom from his chamber, 
and rejoices like a strong man to run 
his course. 
6 Its rising is at one end of the 
heavens, and its circuit to their 
farthest bound: and nothing is 
hidden from its heat. 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul: the command of the 
Lord is true, and makes wise the 
simple. 
 

 

8 The precepts of the Lord are right, 
and rejoice the heart: the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, 
and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean, and 
endures for ever: the judgements of 
the Lord are unchanging, and 
righteous every one. 
10 More to be desired are they than 
gold, even much fine gold: sweeter 
also than honey, than the honey that 
drips from the comb. 
11 Moreover, by them is your servant 
taught: and in keeping them there is 
great reward. 
12 Who can know their own 
unwitting sins?: O cleanse me from 
my secret faults. 
13 Keep your servant also from 
presumptuous sins, lest they get the 
mastery over me: so I shall be clean, 
and innocent of great offence. 
14 May the words of my mouth and 
the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight: O Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer.
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New Testament Reading: 
1 Corinthians 12.12-31 

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptised by one Spirit so as to form 
one body – whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free – and we were all given the 
one Spirit to drink. 14 And so the body is not made up of one part but of 
many. 15 Now if the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body,’ it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the 
ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ it would 
not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where 
would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, 
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, 
where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 21 The 
eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you!’ And the head cannot say to the 
feet, ‘I don’t need you!’ 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to 
be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honourable 
we treat with special honour. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated 
with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. 
But God has put the body together, giving greater honour to the parts that lacked 
it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have 
equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if 
one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of 
Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first 
of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have 
gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire 
the greater gifts. Love is indispensable And yet I will show you the most excellent 
way. 

This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 
Luke 4.14-21 

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread 
through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and 
everyone praised him. 16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood 
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up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, 
he found the place where it is written: 18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 20 Then he rolled up 
the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, ‘Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

COVID RULES FOR THIS WEEK Re: Ministry 

1. Church Worship 
All are welcome to worship with no limits. 
Wearing of Face Masks indoors is compulsory. 

2. Op-Shop – Open to all. 
All Op Shop Volunteers: are required to provide proof of double 
vaccination to the manager (Ray Smith).  
(This is a State Government requirement that the Diocese & Parish are required to comply with). 

3. Church Workers: are required to provide proof of double vaccination to 
work in the parish, this includes Food Rescue personnel.  
(This is a State Government requirement that the Diocese & Parish are required to comply with). 
 

Looking Ahead! 
Warden’s Meeting – Tuesday 25th 1:30 pm at St George’s 

Australia Day Celebrations – 26th January 

ICC Meeting & AGM – Thursday 3rd February, 7pm at Baptist Church 

Bible Discovery Groups resume 1st week of February – Check with 
Leaders for details. 

Ash Wednesday – 2nd March 

Easter – 14th to 17th April 

Next Sunday we begin our Preaching series on the Book of Amos 

3OTH JAN’ COMBINED SERVICE 10AM @ INVERLOCH 
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On This Day:  Fur and Feathers Flew over Jansenism 
How wrong we were! I only had my eyes opened yesterday." With those 
words opens one of Christianity's best-known religious satires--
the Provincial Letters. The first of the letters appeared in Paris on this day, 
January 23, 1656. But who wrote it? No one was saying. 

And with good reason. There was danger in speaking up. Years later, the author 
became known. It was the brilliant French mathematician, Blaise Pascal. 
Until then, it had seemed that Pascal's genius lay in science. At sixteen he published a 
groundbreaking work on the geometry of cones; at nineteen he invented a primitive 
calculator. Thanks to Pascal, we have syringes and the hydraulic lift. He also helped 
create probability theory. 
But Pascal was also a Christian. While he rode in his carriage in 1654, his horses broke 
their traces and plunged off a bridge to their deaths. Pascal was shaken up by this 
narrow escape and interpreted it as a warning from God to set his mind on spiritual 
things. 
His interest in probability theory led him to invent an argument that is known as 
Pascal's Wager. The stakes are so high, he said, that we should gamble on God's 
existence. We have nothing to lose if it turns out that God does not exist, but 
everything to gain or lose if he does exist.  
Attracted to the Jansenists because he loved the ones he knew (his own sister was a 
Jansenist) and because he admired their puritanical lifestyle, Pascal became their 
defender. The Provincial Letters were the result. What was the fuss about? 
With the coming of the Protestant Reformation, many Frenchmen became Calvinists. 
Their theology emphasized man's corruption, his inability to save himself from sin, and 
his need of God's grace at every stage of conversion. In opposing the Calvinists, the 
Jesuits took a more cheerful view of man's interaction with God, and put heavy 
emphasis on human works and free will. They used a system called casuistry to decide 
right from wrong. 
Cornelius Jansen, the Catholic Bishop of Ypres, Belgium (then part of France) felt that 
the Jesuits went too easy on sin while neglecting grace. He made his point in a book 
about St. Augustine of Hippo, the church's top authority on grace. The pope 
condemned Jansen's book.  
At that point, Pascal's Provincial Letters appeared. Pascal invented a character who 
wrote as if he were a perplexed bystander searching for truth in the quarrel. Pascal's 
imaginary letter-writer exposed the double standards and clever word play of many 
theologians. By digging up absurd examples of Jesuit casuistry he unfairly made it 
appear that all Jesuits winked at sin. Pascal’s letters won sympathy for the Jansenists 
and changed French literature.         Dan Graves 
www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1601-1700/fur-and-feathers-flew-over-jansenism  
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Intercessory Prayers: 
Please pray with us for:  
Diocese:     
The Bishop:    Bishop Richard & Leanne 
Our Rector:     Graeme & Susan 
Locum Tenens – Cathedral (Dec’ 21 – Mar’ 22): Liam Matthews & Madeleine 
& Trafalgar – Greg Jones 

Please give Liam wisdom as he leads the parish of Sale and Greg as he leads the 
parish of Trafalgar through their transitional periods and please keep them safe 
in their travelling. 

Parish of Sale: Liam Matthews (locum) & Madeleine, Heather Toms & Max, Brian 
Norris, Kerrie Schmidt, Lyn Williams.  

Missions: Anglicare 

Diocese of Tasmania:  + Richard Condie 
Assistant Bishop:  + Chris Jones 

Special Focus: 
International Labour Organisations, Trade Unions & all Unionists, 
Employer Organisations, Chamber of Commerce, 
Converge International Chaplains (Industrial Chaplaincy)  

Please comfort and heal all those suffering in Spirit, Soul or body, especially 
those affected by the COVID 19 virus. Please give people the courage to face 
this pandemic head on and to be assured of their salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Please bring healing and strength to those we have been asked to pray for:  
Amy Davis, Chris Peters, James, Murray, Doug, Ron Lawson, Jefter, Beth & 
family, Simone, Mark, Marie Wilson, Cecily, Robin, Barb Bickley, Trish, Ross 
Smith, Tania, Wayne, Russell, Hayley, Barbara Manns, Mary Anderson, 
Meredith, Richard B, Mary B, Lee, Paul Butterfield, Dr Paul, Matt F, 
Alasdair, Bev, Stuart, Vladimir, Erika, Rita, Elijah, Rodney & Geoffrey  W, Luke 
M, Terry & Jessica. 

We give thanks for the faithful departed: John Oldham 
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Ministry Team 

Bishop: Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Treloar, Sale 51442044 
Rector: Rev. Capt. Graeme Liersch  0417513390   (Monday-Day Off)  

graemel@basscoastanglican.org.au  
Ministry Team: 
Youth & Young Families Minister: Rev. Susan Liersch 0427099391  
Parish Council + 
Retired Clergy: 
Rev’s Anne Perryman 0438345349, John Davies 5672 4710, Greg Jones 
0402437329 (Locum – Trafalgar), Liam Matthews 0411339344 (Locum - Sale), 
Amy Turner 0412727711  
Lay Reader: Sue Lester 0418529662 
Rector’s Wardens: Alan Price 5674 5554, Ray Smith 56741373 
People’s Wardens: David Beischer 0408629494, Robert Mesley 0416246349 
        Liz Watkins 0404379005, Wendy McBurnie 0407574484  
Parish Office: PO Box 201, Wonthaggi 3995 (03) 5672 4590  
Parish Op Shop: 114 Cashin St, Inverloch 0438 248 397 
Welfare Support – Rev. Graeme  
Food Rescue - Ron Osbourne 
Prayer requests for prayer chain:  Jenny Rivers 0417287355 
Parish E-mail:  admin@basscoastanglican.org.au 
Parish Website: http//: www.basscoastanglican.org.au 

Direct Debt: Would you please, if you haven’t already, consider giving to the 
ministry through setting up a direct debit from your account. Thank you! 

Our Bank Details: Anglican Parish of Wonthaggi & Inverloch 

BSB: 083-975  Acc No: 51 612 6552 

Thank you to all who have already setup this means to support the Parish! 

 

A Weekly Prayer Group. 
In recess until 2nd February. 
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INFORMATION 

Rosters 30th January, Epiphany 4 – Prayer, Praise, Proclamation 

Activity St George’s Church of the Ascension 

Bible Reader X Sue Lester 

Sides Person X Ray Smith/Ted Cross 

Prayers X Marcia Smith 

Service Leader X Susan Liersch 

H.C. Assistant X X 

Musician X Sue Lester 

Children’s Min’ X Susan Liersch 

If you are unable to fulfil your roster position would you please organise for  

someone else to take your place. 

Notices: 
Bible Discovery Groups: (Check with group leaders for details) 

Beischer’s – In Recess until late Jan’ 2022 

Davies’ –  In Recess until late Jan’ 2022 

Liersch’s – In Recess until late Jan’ 2022 

Boer’s – In Recess until late Jan’ 2022 

Alycia/Tonya – Resumes the 9th February, 2022 

 

Food Rescue - Wonthaggi 
Wednesday & Friday 11-11:30am 

 
 

Readings 30th Jan 
Epiphany 4 

O.T. – Amos 1:1-15              Psalm 71.1-6    
N.T. - 1 Corinthians 13.1-13       Gospel - Luke 4:21-30 

Tuesday 25thth  10am – Church of the Ascension Inverloch - H.C. Rev. Graeme 
1:30pm Wardens’ Meeting - Wonthaggi 

Wednesday 26th 

Australia Day 
               No Wednesday Service 
11:11:30am Food Rescue @ St George’s 

Friday 28th  11-11:30am Food Rescue @ St George’s 
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For Your Notes! 


