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Third Sunday after Pentecost – 26th June 
 

 
Is Heaven for Real? 

Many question the reality of Heaven and the possibility of life after 
death, but it is only those who trust completely in the Saviour, Jesus 

Christ, who come to experience it. 

The biggest stuggle most have is that we physically can’t see and touch 
it. Or can we? 

In the Old Testament reading and the Gospel reading we learn of 
people who not only gained a glimps of what is beyond but had the faith 

to believe that they would see it before it happened. 

The New Testament reading illustrates how we can prepare ourselves 
for that experience of seeing the Kingdom before we depart earth. 

How are your preparations going? And how is your faith in the Son of 
God? 

Rev. Graeme 

Anglican Church of Australia  
Diocese of Gippsland  

(Committed in Christ, Connecting in Service & Creative in Spirit.) 

Parish of Wonthaggi & Inverloch 
          St. George’s,                    The Church of the Ascension 

       McBride Ave., Wonthaggi              4-6 The Crescent, Inverloch   
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Sentence 
Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for Jesus’ sake 
will find it.          Matthew 10.39 

Collect 
O God, 
the light of the minds that know you, 
the life of the souls that love you, 
the strength of the thoughts that seek you: 
help us so to know you 
that we may truly love you, 
and so to love you 
that we may fully serve you, 
whose service is perfect freedom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
                                       THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading  
2 Kings 2.1-2, 6-14 

1 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; the Lord has 
sent me to Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will 
not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel.  
6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ And he 
replied, ‘As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So the two 
of them walked on. 7 Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood 
at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the 
Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water 
divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry 
ground. 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me, what can I do for 
you before I am taken from you?’ ‘Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,’ 
Elisha replied. 10 ‘You have asked a difficult thing,’ Elijah said, ‘yet if you see me 
when I am taken from you, it will be yours – otherwise, it will not.’ 11 As they were 
walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a 
whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, ‘My father! My father! The chariots and 
horsemen of Israel!’ And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his 
garment and tore it in two. 13 Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen 
from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the cloak 
that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water with it. ‘Where now is the Lord , 
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the God of Elijah?’ he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the right and 
to the left, and he crossed over. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God.                               

Psalm 77.1-2, 11-20  
1 I call to my God, I cry out toward 
him: I call to my God, and surely he 
will answer. 
2 In the day of my distress I seek the 
Lord, I stretch out my hands to him by 
night: my soul is poured out without 
ceasing, it refuses all comfort. 
11 I will declare the mighty acts of the 
Lord: I will call to mind your wonders 
of old. 
12 I will think on all that you have 
done: and meditate upon your works. 

13  Your way, O God, is holy: 
who is so great a god as our God? 
14 You are the God that works 
wonders: you made known your 
power among the nations; 

15 By your mighty arm you redeemed 
your people: the children of Jacob and 
Joseph. 
16 The waters saw you, O God, the 
waters saw you and were afraid: 
the depths also were troubled. 
17 The clouds poured out water, the 
heavens spoke: and your arrows 
darted forth. 
18 The voice of your thunder was 
heard in the whirlwind: your 
lightnings lit the world, the earth 
shuddered and quaked. 
19 Your way was in the sea, your path 
in the great waters: and your 
footsteps were not seen. 
20 You led your people like sheep: by 
the hand of Moses and Aaron.

New Testament Reading:  
Galations 5.1, 13-25 

1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  
13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the 
entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed 
by each other. 16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 
the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what 
is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to 
do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
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law. 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 
like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with 
the Spirit. 

This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel 

Luke 9.51-62 
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set 
out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a 
Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not 
welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples 
James and John saw this, they asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 
heaven to destroy them?’ 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and 
his disciples went to another village. 57 As they were walking along the road, a 
man said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 58 Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have 
dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 59 He 
said to another man, ‘Follow me.’ But he replied, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury 
my father.’ 60 Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ 61 Still another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; 
but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.’ 62 Jesus replied, ‘No one 
who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of 
God.’ 

For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 

Seeking volunteers to help run a playgroup at Inverloch Community Hub 
Possible times Wednesday or Friday mornings for approximately 2.5 hours. 

Volunteers will require a childrens check card and safe ministry training. 

Contact Reverend Susan for more information 0427099391. 
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On This Day: I.B. Kimbrough and the Highwaymen 
Isaac Barton (I. B.) Kimbrough was one of those many tough 19th-
century pastors who appeared on the United States frontier. Born 
in Tennessee in 1826, he was orphaned at seven and acquired 
little education. When he married in 1846, having just turned 21, 
he could scarcely read. Three years later he was converted to 
Christianity. 

Immediately he set out to master reading, so that he could study the Bible 
and theology. He had a family to maintain, so he made a frame on his plow on 
which to prop a book as he worked. At night, he studied by candle or at the fire 
side. 
The upshot was that he became something of a homespun Christian scholar, 
evangelist and Baptist pastor in his native Tennessee. He converted and baptized 
over 1,000 people and organized eight new churches.  
When Tennessee Baptists appointed him to raise money for Carson and Newman 
College, Kimbrough, who was already 50 years old, went to work with a will, and 
became known as "the beggar" because he pleaded so assiduously for funds. A 
fascinating episode shows him as the ultimate salesman. 
A pair of highwaymen pulled a gun on him and ordered him to hand over his 
money. According to Kimbrough, who told the tale at the Texas State 
Convention on this day, June 26, 1886, he asked for a little time to comply, got 
off his horse, pulled out the money and laid it in two distinct piles, one of them 
quite small. He then told the robbers that the little pile was his. They could take 
that. But the larger pile was the Lord's, and he dared them to touch that. "I 
collected it for the young preachers of the state who are struggling for an 
education at Carson and Newman College." 
The highwaymen questioned him. After learning he was a preacher and the 
nature of his mission, they said they'd not touch either pile of money. Kimbrough 
then warned them they were in a bad line of business and urged them to turn 
from it. He then asked them to donate something to the school! Both robbers 
did. 
A few years later, Kimbrough moved to Texas, where he spent his remaining 
years in the work of Christ, founding numerous churches in the less-established 
regions of Texas. In 1890, he was simultaneously pastor at three churches: Hale 
City, Plainview (where he oversaw the building of the first Baptist church in a 120 
mile radius) and Floyd City. He died at Plano, Texas in 1902.    
     Dan Graves 
www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1801-1900/ib-kimbrough 
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Intercessory Prayers: 
Please pray with us for: 
Our Bishop     Richard & Leanne 
Our Rector:     Graeme & Susan 
Locum Tenens –  Trafalgar – Greg Jones assisting 
Please bless & guide Greg as he conducts services in the parish of Trafalgar, 
please keep him safe in his travelling. 

Parish of Traralgon               (Locum) Marilyn Obersby,      
                                 Amy Turner 
Our Cathedral Church:         The Dean - Keren Terpstra 

Clergy, The Canons & The Cathedral Chapter 

Diocese of Willochra             Bishop: John Stead  

Special Focus             Clergy Appointments Board,  
                                      The Ecumenical Affairs Committee of the Province 

        Other Denominations in our towns and their clergy 
        Local Ecumenical Ministers’ Networks 

Please comfort and heal all those suffering in Spirit, Soul or body, especially 
those affected by the COVID 19 virus. Please give people the courage to face 
this pandemic head on and to be assured of their salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Please bring healing and strength to those we have been asked to pray for:  
Amy Davis, Chris Peters, Denise, James, Murray, Doug, Ron Lawson, Jefter, 
Beth & family, Simone, Mark, Marie Wilson, Cecily, Robin, Barb Bickley, Trish, 
Ross Smith, Tania, Russell, Hayley, Barbara Manns, Mary A, Meredith, Richard 
B, Mary B, Lee, Paul Butterfield, Bev, Stuart, Vladimir, Erika, Rita, Elijah, 
Rodney & Geoffrey W, Luke M, Terry, Emily, Ian McBurnie, Graeme Peters 
Samantha F, Elizabeth H, Portia, & Vivienne. 

We give thanks for the faithful departed.  
Lord please comfort families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 

LAMBETH Conference Jul’ – Aug’ 2022 
Please pray for Bishop Richard and all Bishops as they prepare to travel to 

Lambeth, UK, for this important Bishop’s conference. 

CMS SUTS – Summer Under The Son  
19 – 21 January 2023 

Put it in your diary today! 
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Ministry Team 

Bishop: Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Treloar, Sale 5144 2044 
Rector: Rev. Capt. Graeme Liersch  0417 513 390   (Monday-Day Off)  

graemel@basscoastanglican.org.au  
Youth & Young Families Minister: Rev. Susan Liersch 0427 099 391 
              susanl@basscoastanglican.org.au 

Parish Council + 
Retired Clergy: 
Rev’s Anne Perryman 0438 345 349, John Davies 5672 4710, Greg Jones 
0402437329 (Locum – Trafalgar), Liam Matthews 0411 339 344 (Locum - Sale), 
Amy Turner 0412 727  711  
Lay Reader:         Sue Lester 0418 529 662 
Rector’s Wardens:   Alan Price 0407 343 876, Ray Smith 5674 1373 
People’s Wardens:  David Beischer 0408 629 494, Robert Mesley 0416 246 349 
         Liz Watkins 0404 379 005, Wendy McBurnie 0407 574 484  
Parish Office Worker: Leah Mesley (2 mornings per week – Tue, Wed or Thur)    
Parish Postal Address: PO Box 201, Wonthaggi 3995.  5672 4590  
Parish Op Shop:       114 Cashin St, Inverloch 0438 248 397 
Welfare Support:     Rev. Graeme  
Food Rescue:            Ron Osborne 
Prayer requests for prayer chain:  Jenny Rivers 0417287355 
Parish E-mail:           admin@basscoastanglican.org.au 
Parish Website:       http//: www.basscoastanglican.org.au 

Direct Debit: Would you please, if you haven’t already, consider giving to the 
ministry through setting up a direct debit from your account. Thank you! 

Our Bank Details: Anglican Parish of Wonthaggi & Inverloch 

BSB: 083-975  Acc No: 51 612 6552 

Thank you to all who have already set up this means to support the Parish! 

 

Jazz Festival 
9:30am - 10:30am, Sunday 7th August at Inverloch Community 

Hub, featuring the Salvo Big Band. 
Watch this spot for more details 
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INFORMATION 

Rosters 3rd July, Pentecost 4: Holy Communion 

Activity St George’s Church of the Ascension 

Bible Reader Barbara Robertson Pam Lawson 

Sides Person Jill Price Ted/Ray 

Prayers Jenny Rivers Marcia Smith 

Service Leader Jenny Rivers Liz Watkins 

Eucharistic assistant Janette Elder Liz Watkins 

Musician Jan Kershaw     Ian McBurnie/Elise Watkins 

Children’s Ministry Rev. Susan                     Rev Susan 

If you are unable to fulfil your roster position would you please organise for  
someone else to take your place. 

Bible Discovery Groups: (Check with group leaders for details) 

Beischer’s – Tuesdays, 7:30pm at the Beischer’s. 
196 Chisholm Rd, Wonthaggi. Ph 0437 070 579 for details. 

Davies’ -      Thursdays,  1:30pm @ St George’s Hall – In recess until 7th Jul.  

Liersch’s –   Tuesdays  4pm @ Alan & Jills, Pound Creek, Inverloch.  

 Ph: 0407 343 876 for details. 
Boer’s –       Tuesdays  6:30pm. (In recess for the next 6 weeks) 

       Contact Geoff or Jennifer on 0431 440 073 for further details. 

Alycia/Tonya’s – Wednesdays 12:30pm  Ph: 0408 100 068 for details. In recess 
over school holidays. 

 

Readings 3rd July 
Pentecost 4 

2 Kings 5.1-14                         Psalm 30 
Galations 6.7-18                     Luke 10.1-12,17-24 

Tuesday            
28th June 

10:00 am – Church of the Ascension Inverloch – Rev Graeme 
11:30 am – St. George’s – Prayer Meeting – Rev. Susan 
1:30pm - Wardens’ meeting @ Church Office - Wonthaggi. 

Wednesday   
29th June 

10:00 am – St George’s Wonthaggi – HC – Rev John 
11:00-11:30am Food Rescue @ St George’s 

Friday 1st July 9:30am – Worship Committee Meeting @ Ascension Inv. 
11:00-11:30 am Food Rescue @ St George’s 


