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Sixth Sunday of Easter – 22nd May 

 

This week the divinity of Christ is further examined. 

Divinity simply means - the state or quality of being divine. 

To be divine, Christ must therefore be God. But how God is He?  

Can he be fully God or just a little God?  

He certainly exhibits divine attributes, so how God is he? 

On page 5 you’ll find some of the history that has been behind the 

debate since the third century. 

These days the mainline church’s are all in agreement that Jesus is 

indeed God – (fully God), however there are other so called religious 

groups that still hold that He is a little God and not  fully God. 

All our readings for today illustrate the divinity of Christ for He 

and the Father are one just as He is one with the Spirit and the 

Spirit is one with the Father. 

As Jesus said: ”I and the Father are one.” (John 10:30). 

Rev. Graeme  
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Sentence:  
‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you,’ says the Lord. ‘Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.’                John 14.27    

Collect 

Great and loving God, 
your will for us in your Son Jesus 
is the peace which the world cannot give,  
your abiding gift, the Advocate he promised. 
Calm all troubled hearts, 
dispel every fear, 
and keep us steadfast in love and faithful to your word. 
Grant this through Jesus Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
Who lives with you now and always 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. Amen 
 
     THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
First Reading  

Acts 16.9-15 
9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging 
him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we 
got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 
preach the gospel to them. 11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for 
Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we 
travelled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of 
Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 13 On the Sabbath we went 
outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. 
We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One 
of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth. She was a worshipper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 
respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were 
baptised, she invited us to her home. ‘If you consider me a believer in the Lord,’ 
she said, ‘come and stay at my house.’ And she persuaded us.

This is the word of the Lord,  
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 67 
 

1 Let God be gracious to us and bless 
us: and make his face shine upon us, 
2 That your ways may be known on 
earth: your liberating power among all 
nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God: 

let all the peoples praise you.  
4 Let the nations be glad and sing:  

for you judge the peoples with 
integrity, and govern the nations 
upon earth. 
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God: 

let all the peoples praise you. 
6 Then the earth will yield its 
fruitfulness: and God, our God, will 
bless us. 
7 God shall bless us: and all the ends 
of the earth will fear him.

Second Reading

Revelation 21.10-14, 22-22.5 
 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed 
me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone 
with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a 
jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with 
twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on 
the south and three on the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, 
and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  
22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its 
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendour into it. 25 On no day will 
its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honour of 
the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will 
anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb  
2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood 
the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And 
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be 
any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants 
will serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their 
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foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or 
the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for 
ever and ever. 

This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel 

John 14.23-29 
23 Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love 
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who 
does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my 
own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 25 ‘All this I have spoken while still 
with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 28 ‘You 
heard me say, “I am going away and I am coming back to you.” If you loved me, 
you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.  
29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 
believe. 

For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Notices: 

Next Sunday - Combined Church Service 

29th May, 10am @ The Church of Ascension, Inverloch. 
Guest Preacher & Celebrant – The Rev. Canon Graeme MacRobb. 

Graeme will share insights into the brother of the Prodigal Son 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

5th June – Guest Preacher: David Beischer 
Celebrant: Rev. John Davies 
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On This Day: Semi-Arians Ridiculed for Their "Dated" Creed 

One of the greatest wars of all times was fought with pens and 
speeches, councils, ridicule and exile. It was the battle to define the 
central doctrine of Christianity: who Christ is in relation to God the 
Father. The battles raged for most of the fourth century. 

Arius claimed that Christ was a created being. "There is a time when Christ was 
not," he said. This view became known as Arianism. The council of Nicea rejected 
it. Christ is of the same substance and essence as God the Father; in other words, 
Christ is God, said the delegates. 

Arius had gained a strong following. Although the Emperor Constantine had 
supported the creed of Nicea while he lived, some of his successors did not. They 
fell under the spell of Arian advisors. Arians appointed their own bishops 
throughout the empire and so Arianism maintained a strong footing. 

However, there were many voices raised for unity. They felt that the empire 
could tear itself apart over theology. As crazy as it may sound, theologians tried 
to work out formulas which would satisfy both sides. Logically, Christ either is 
truly God who took on the form of a man, or he is a created being. If he is 
"almost God" or some other in-between being, then he is not God, but a created 
being. The formulas tried to get around this with vague wording. 

One attempt at compromise took place on this day, May 22, 359 at Sirmium in 
the eastern empire. A council which did not represent the entire church, 
consisting mostly of a number of Bishops who leaned toward Arianism, issued a 
creed. While on the surface it condemned Arianism, it objected to the Creed of 
Nicea for saying that Christ was of the same essence as God the Father. Christ, 
said this new creed, was begotten of the Father--but how or when we do not 
know. Jesus is only like God, it said. 

However, the writers of the creed made a tactical mistake. In their preface, they 
stated "The Catholic [Universal] Faith was published ... on May 22." This opened 
them to ridicule. The faith had already been around for three centuries. Those 
who favored the Nicean creed with its clear statement of Christ's divinity, heaped 
ridicule on the creed, nicknaming it the "Dated Creed."  

The Dated Creed did not stand. Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, and other pro-
Nicean theologians refused to accept any compromise that made the Son less 
than equal to God the Father. Later church councils settled the matter once again 
in favor of the divinity of Christ. 

In the end orthodox logic won: As someone has remarked, God the Father could 
not be eternally a Father unless God the Son were eternally a Son.         Dan Graves.  
www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/301-600/Semi Arians - Dated Creed 

http://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/301-600/Semi
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Intercessory Prayers: 
Please pray with us for: 
Our Bishop     Richard & Leanne 
Our Rector:     Graeme & Susan 
Locum Tenens – Cathedral (Dec’ 21 – Jun’ 22): Liam Matthews & Madeleine 
& Trafalgar – Greg Jones 
Please give Liam wisdom as he leads the parish of Sale and Greg as he conducts 
services in the parish of Trafalgar, during these parish transitional periods and 
please keep them safe in their travelling. 

Parish of Rosedale                     Lyndon Phillips, Harry 
Aboriginal Clergy                        Phyllis Andy, Kathy Dalton 
Aboriginal Ministry Support Group: Edie Ashley 
The Abbey Raymond Island:    Edie Ashley, Anna Esdaile 
Abbey Chapter 
The Australian Church 
Aboriginal Ministry:     Nungalinya College & Wontulp-Bi-Buya College 
Diocese of Sydney:                Archbishop - Kanishka Raffel  
    Bishops: Peter Hayward, Peter Lin, Michael Stead, Chris Edwards, Gary Koo 

Special Focus:  Nursing, Medical and Paramedical staff and all who minister to 
the sick, Hospital Chaplains. Hospices and Aged Care Facilities & those suffering 
mental illness. 
 

Please comfort and heal all those suffering in Spirit, Soul or body, especially 
those affected by the COVID 19 virus. Please give people the courage to face 
this pandemic head on and to be assured of their salvation in Jesus Christ.  

Please bring healing and strength to those we have been asked to pray for:  
Amy Davis, Chris Peters, Denise, James, Murray, Doug, Ron Lawson, Jefter, 
Beth & family, Simone, Mark, Marie Wilson, Cecily, Robin, Barb Bickley, Trish, 
Ross Smith, Tania, Russell, Hayley, Barbara Manns, Mary A, Meredith, Richard 
B, Mary B, Lee, Paul Butterfield, Bev, Stuart, Vladimir, Erika, Rita, Elijah, 
Rodney & Geoffrey W, Luke M, Terry, Emily, Ian McBurnie, Graeme Peters & 
Samantha F. 

We give thanks for the faithful departed.  
Lord please comfort grieving families who are grieving the loss of loved ones. 
We especially bring before you Bob, Judy & Rhonda Delahoy as they grieve the 
passing of Wayne. We give thanks for his life and leave him in your care. 
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Ministry Team 

Bishop: Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Treloar, Sale 5144 2044 

Rector: Rev. Capt. Graeme Liersch  0417 513 390   (Monday-Day Off)  
graemel@basscoastanglican.org.au  

Ministry Team: 

Youth & Young Families Minister: Rev. Susan Liersch 0427 099 391 
              susanl@basscoastanglican.org.au 

Parish Council + 

Retired Clergy: 
Rev’s Anne Perryman 0438 345 349, John Davies 5672 4710, Greg Jones 
0402437329 (Locum – Trafalgar), Liam Matthews 0411 339 344 (Locum - Sale), 
Amy Turner 0412 727  711  
Lay Reader:         Sue Lester 0418 529 662 

Rector’s Wardens:   Alan Price 5674 5554, Ray Smith 5674 1373 

People’s Wardens:  David Beischer 0408 629 494, Robert Mesley 0416 246 349 

         Liz Watkins 0404 379 005, Wendy McBurnie 0407 574 484  

Parish Office Worker: Leah Mesley (2 mornings per week – Tue, Wed or Thur)    

Parish Postal Address: PO Box 201, Wonthaggi 3995.  5672 4590  

Parish Op Shop:       114 Cashin St, Inverloch 0438 248 397 

Welfare Support:     Rev. Graeme  

Food Rescue:            Ron Osbourne 

Prayer requests for prayer chain:  Jenny Rivers 0417287355 

Parish E-mail:           admin@basscoastanglican.org.au 

Parish Website:       http//: www.basscoastanglican.org.au 

Direct Debit: Would you please, if you haven’t already, consider giving to the 
ministry through setting up a direct debit from your account. Thank you! 

Our Bank Details: Anglican Parish of Wonthaggi & Inverloch 

BSB: 083-975  Acc No: 51 612 6552 

Thank you to all who have already set up this means to support the Parish! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:graemel@basscoastanglican.org.au
mailto:admin@basscoastanglican.org.au
http://www.basscoastanglican.org.au/
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INFORMATION 

Rosters 29th May, Easter 7 – Holy Communion 

Activity St George’s Church of the Ascension 

Bible Reader X Ray Smith 

Sides Person X Ted/Ray 

Prayers X Sue Lester 

Service Leader                         X  

Eucharistic assistant X  

Musician X                    Sue Lester 

Children’s Ministry X                    Liz Watkins 

If you are unable to fulfil your roster position would you please organise for  
someone else to take your place. 

 

 

Bible Discovery Groups: (Check with group leaders for details) 

Beischer’s – Tuesdays, 7:30pm at the Beischer’s. 
196 Chisholm Rd, Wonthaggi. Ph 0437 070 579 for details. 

Davies’ -      Thursdays,  1:30pm @ St George’s Hall. 

Liersch’s –   Tuesdays  4pm @ Alan & Jills, Pound Creek, Inverloch.  
 Ph: 0407 343 876 for details. 

Boer’s –       Tuesdays  6:30pm. (In recess for the next 6 weeks) 
       Contact Geoff or Jennifer on 0431 440 073 for further details. 

Alycia/Tonya’s – Wednesdays 12:30pm  Ph: 0408 100 068 for details. 
 

Readings 29th  
Easter 7 

Isaiah 61:1-3                                   (No Psalm this week)  
Ephesians 3:14-19                         Luke 15.11-32 

Tuesday 24th  10am – Church of the Ascension Inverloch – Rev Amy 
11:30am – Ascension – Prayer Meeting – Sue Lester 

Wednesday 25th 
 

10.00am – St George’s Wonthaggi – H.C. – Rev. John               
11-11:30am Food Rescue @ St George’s 

Thursday 26th Ascension Day – No Service due to Rev. Graeme’s absence. 

Friday 27th  11-11:30am Food Rescue @ St George’s 


